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pre-, mid- and post-trip, so you’ll always remember to take out 
the garbage, turn down the heat and water the plants.

PDF Maps—iPhone, iPad, Android  
(Free app; some maps are free; others can  
cost several dollars or more.)
Browse and access free and paid maps from all over the world, 
including public transit maps, park maps, historical maps, 
topographical maps, nautical maps, specialized sightseeing 
maps (e.g., a music-lover’s guide to Venice) and more. Using 
the map tools button and your phone’s GPS, you can to them, 
search for points of interest and measure distances. Once you’ve 
downloaded a map, you have access to it even if you don’t have 
an Internet connection.

Postagram—iPhone, iPad, Android  
(Free app; printing and snail-mailing postcards 
costs extra.)
Remember the olden days when we used to send postcards to 
friends via snail mail? You still can with Postagram—but these 
postcards can be customized to include your own vacation photos 
taken with your phone. Write a message alongside the photo 
and have a printed postcard created and sent to an address 
anywhere in the U.S. (99 cents) or abroad ($1.99). You can also 
send e-postcards free.

Sleep Sounds HQ—iPhone, iPad ($1.99)
Having trouble falling asleep because there’s too much—or 
not enough—noise? Sleep Sounds HQ provides a library of 600 
natural and city sounds recorded in stereo on location around the 
world. Choose from sleep-inducing audio tracks such as soft rain 
falling in Bali or a waterfall in the Swiss Alps, or go for the white-
noise of machines like dishwashers or clothes dryers.

Uber—iPhone, iPad, Android (Free)
Forego the taxi line, and use this app to hire a private driver in more 
than 200 cities in 50 countries. You can get a fare quote ahead of 
time and, if you use the service, you can pay your fare with PayPal, 
a credit card or Google Wallet. Uber uses your phone’s GPS to 
contact the nearest driver and pinpoint your location, so you can be 
picked up even if you don’t know the address.

Wi-Fi Finder—iPhone, iPad, Android 
(Free)
You need Wi-Fi, and you need it now. Open your Wi-Fi Finder 
to search via your phone’s GPS for a hotspot near you from a 
database of some 650,000 free and paid Wi-Fi hotspots in 144 
countries worldwide. It’s not foolproof, as some users complain 
that the app isn’t updated frequently enough, but it’s a start. The 
app gives you a phone number (and directions) for the location, 
so call ahead to verify.

XE Currency—iPhone, iPad, Android 
(Free)
One of the challenges of traveling abroad is figuring out how 
much money you’re actually spending when you’re dealing with 
foreign currency. XE Currency makes it easy. Just type in the 
number of euros an item costs, for example, and the app tells you 
how much that equals in U.S. dollars. XE Currency includes every 
world currency and refreshes rates every minute (when it has an 
Internet connection). It stores the last updated rates so that you 
can use it even if you don’t have Internet access.

From language translators and currency converters to 
sources for maps and packing lists, we’ve rounded up  
15 apps that make travel easier and more enjoyable.

AAA Mobile—iPhone, iPad, Android (Free)
The AAA Mobile app just keeps getting better. Use it to find more than 59,000 
AAA Approved and Diamond-rated hotels and restaurants as well as not-to-be 
missed attractions, member discount offers and AAA Store locations along 
your route or at your destination. It even lets you search for the cheapest gas 
prices near you. Use the app to book your next hotel or rental car. And if you 
should have car trouble along the way, you can use it to contact AAA Roadside 
Assistance.

Diaro—Android (Free; Diaro Pro, $3.99)
This one is for avid and aspiring diarists who want to remember every moment 
of their journey. The app allows you to record your experiences and thoughts 
and organize them using folders and tags. You can also attach an unlimited 
number of photos. It’s password-protected, but if you want to, you can share 
entries by e-mail, Twitter and other methods. The Pro version lets you sync 
across devices.

Dog Vacay—iPhone, iPad (Free)
Need a pet sitter for Fido while you go on vacation? This app lists insured pet 
sitters near your home or destination who will care for your dog, cat or other pet 
in their home or yours. They’ll even send daily updates, with photos, so you can 
keep tabs on your furry friend. If you’re bringing your pet on holiday with you, 
you can use the app to search for veterinarians and animal hospitals nearby.

Gate Guru—iPhone, iPad, Android (Free)
Load your itinerary, and then keep track of security wait times, flight status, 
gate information and weather at airports along your journey. Want to find, say, 
the nearest Starbucks? Gate Guru provides food and amenity information (with 
reviews) for your departure and arrival airports. Maps for many airports are 
included as well to help you navigate unfamiliar terrain.

Google Translate—iPhone, iPad, Android (Free)
Think of this app as your very own Star Trek Universal Translator. Google 
Translate not only lets you type a word or phrase into your phone to look up its 
translation, but it also lets you and your foreign friend “speak” to each other 
through your phone, which automatically translates audio from one language 
to text in another. Ninety languages are available, from Afrikaans to Zulu. With 
the recent purchase of Word Lens, Google Translate is now able to translate 
signs, menus and other printed text. Translate six European languages to English 
just by holding your phone over the sign or other text. Take a photo of the sign, 
highlight the text, and you can get translations in 36 languages.

Momento—iPhone, iPad ($2.99)
Diary apps make keeping a travel journal easier and more colorful because 
your entries can include not only short notations of your own thoughts, but 
also photos, videos and audio recordings. The app can import and archive your 
online activity from social media sites and incorporate them with your personal 
additions to create a multi-faceted record. Password protection allows you to 
keep the journal private.

My TSA—iPhone, Android (Free)
The official Transportation Security Administration (TSA) app gives easy access 
to TSA security rules and information on subjects such as what’s allowed in 
your carry-on, what type of ID you’ll need and where security checkpoints are 
located. Caveat: It uses crowd-sourcing to update security wait times, but the 
resulting information can be unreliable.

PackMeApp—Android (Free)
Do you always forget something when you travel? The Android PackMeApp lets 
you create a packing list and display it in alphabetical order, by category or by order 
of importance, so you’ll never again find yourself without a razor or clean socks.

Packing Pro—iPhone, iPad ($2.99)
This is a packing list app for iOS users. Start with one of the pre-made lists, 
customize it to your needs and save it for future trips. Lists include things to do 
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